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YMCA INDIAN STUDENT HOSTEL, LONDON

Our mandate

To provide a home for
Indian students and help
new arrivals to become
acclimatised and adjusted
to the new environment

To provide a social and
cultural centre with the
necessary amenities and
programmes

To offer the right
atmosphere for study and
interchange of thought
and ideas

To foster among students
representing the different
provinces, communities,
creeds, languages and
cultures of India the
spirit of fellowship,
understanding, service to
the nation and the sense
of unity amid diversity

To help Indian students
to understand, appreciate
and imbibe what is best
in the tradition and culture
of Great Britain and at the
same time prove to be
worthy ambassadors of
India

To promote goodwill
between India and Britain
and foster an international
outlook
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2004 2005

HH The Duke of 
Gloucester Visits

On Tuesday, 29 June 
2004, in the presence 
of His Excellency Mr. 
Satyabrata Pal, Acting 
High Commissioner, the 
Jubilee Memorial Wing was 
opened by HH the Duke of 
Gloucester. 

His Grace Metropolitan of the
Orthodox Church speaks.

On Wednesday, 22 December 2004, 
His Grace Dr. Thomas Mar Makarios, 
delivered an inspiring Christmas Message 
at the annual Christmas Dinner.

Hon’ble Union Minister for 
Human Resources Development, 
Government of India visits YMCA 
ISH.

On Friday, 14 October 2005 
Sri Arjun Singh, Hon’ble Union 
Minister for Human Resources 
Development, Govt. of India, 
visited and delivered message.  
He was accompanied by the High 
Commissioner of India, H.E. Shri 
Kamalesh Sharma.

HH The Duke of Gloucester



2007
President and Secretary General 
of the World Alliance of YMCA, 
visit YMCA ISH London

On Monday, January 8, 2007.  The
World President, Mr. Martin Meissner 
And the Secretary General, Dr. Bart 
Shaha visited YMCA ISH while attending 
a meeting of leaders and professionals of
YMCA England in London.

The Rt. Revd. Dr. Thomas Butler, Bishop of Southwark at the 
Christmas Dinner at YMCA ISH on Thursday, 22 December 2005

YMCA ISH, hosted a dinner 
meeting With local MP for Holborn 
and St. Pancras the Rt. Hon. Frank 
Dobson To felicitate his position on
Tuesday, November 8, 2005 at the
M.G. Hall



2008

Ms. Medha Patkar of Narmada Bachao Andolan, a noted 
social activist visits YMCA ISH in October 2007

Workshop for YMCA ISH Front Office on Customer Care

Mr Andy Winters and Mr Solomon. P. Benjamin were the Resource Persons.

Lord Swaraj Paul being felicitated by
Mr. J. Alexander, IAS President NCYI

Hon’ble Chief Justice of India Mr. K.G. 
Balakrishna and Hon’ble Mr. Justice Arijit 
Pasayat of the Supreme Court of India visit ISH 
London on Saturday, November 1, 2008



2009 visits
Visiting German YMCA Team Visiting European Alliance Team

Know Britain

on Tuesday, February 24, 2009, 
An Orientation Lecture on
“Understanding Britain (well 
enough)” was dealt by Mr. Mike 
Ashfield, MBE, Member of the 
Committee of Management
of ISH.  This is to further facilitate 
our students/residents integration 
into life in London and is in 
addition to regular coach trips to 
places of interest in Britain.

Chairman Dr. Philip John, Treasurer Mr. Abraham Mathews, Officiating 
General Secretary Mr. Solomon. P. Benjamin and Committee of 
Management with Secretary General of World Alliance of YMCAs, Dr. Bart 
Shaha and National President of YMCAs of India, Mr. K. John Cherian at the 
Annual Day Dinner.



Games Room in action

Mr. Abraham Mathews Chairman YMCA ISH 
and Mr. Solomon Benjamin playing with the 
residents, while inagurating games room.

His Excellency Mr. Ranjan Mathai

World Alliance Service Award for YMCA ISH, 
London on Monday, October 12, 2009, Dr. Bart 
Shaha, Secretary General of the World Alliance 
of YMCAs at the Annual Day Dinner, awarded a 
Service Certificate to YMCA ISH, in Recognition 
of the Outstanding Service to youth, students 
and community of London.

Ambassador of India to 
France Visits YMCA ISH

On Monday, September 21, 2009 
His Excellency, Mr. Ranjan Mathai, 
Ambassador of India to France 
visited YMCA ISH.  Met staff and 
wished them.



Mr. Solomon P. Benjamin, Officiating General Secretary was 
invited as guest speaker at the YMCA College, Germany. 

Danish YMCA visits ISH 
On Friday, October 30, 
2009 the Committee of 
Management Hosted a 
dinner in honour of the 
visiting colleagues and 
leaders of the National 
YMCA of Denmark. 
The leaders exchanged 
greetings and fellowship.

Coach Trips
A regular activity of YMCA ISH

YMCA ISH, conducts coach trips for 
residents to integrate them with British 
life and and significance of history.  
Many join the trip with commentary and 
guided tour.



Lord Bishop of London awards St. Mellitus Medal 
to YMCA ISH in honour of Service to Youth and 
Community in London.

On Thursday, December 10, 2009, Lord Bishop of London, Rt. 
Rev. Hon. Dr. Richard Chartres, awarded St. Mellitus Medal of 
Service to YMCA ISH for their engagement in Inter-faith initiatives 
and community work.

Dean, YMCA Springfield 
College USA, visits ISH.

From 27th December 2009 to 
3rd January 2010, Dr. Robert 
Willey, Dean of Springfield 
College visited YMCA ISH and 
interacted with Chairman and 
members on the legacy of Basket 
Ball and Volleyball, invented in 
the college.



2010

Staff at the 90th anniversary

90th Annual Day Dinner
On Thursday, September 9, 2010, we had Revd. Johan 
Vilhelm Eltvik, Secretary General Designate, World Alliance 
of YMCAs and Mr. Colin C. Williams,  Vice President, YMCAs 
of England and great great grandson of Sir George Williams, 
founder of YMCA in 1844.

90th 
Anniversary 
of YMCA ISH 
London 
1920 – 2010 

Thanksgiving Worship

Officers of the National Council of YMCAs of India visit YMCA ISH London

Mr. Rolland Williams (Sr VP), Mr Jeyakar Doss (VP), Dr. George Varghese 
(Treasurer), John Varughese (NGS) along with Revd. Johan Eltvik and 
Mr. Colin Williams

Revd. Johan Vilhelm Eltvik with Chairman, 
Treasurer and Officiating General Secretary 

Revd. Samuel D. Stephens, Deputy President, World 
Alliance of YMCAs, delivered anniversary message



Birmingham Project

The former College of Ascension of USPG, 

is being explored by YMCA ISH & NCY. The 
property that spreads over 3.5 acres of land 
with well laid out lawns, can host 120 students. 
The Birmingham project will replicate services 
of YMCA ISH, to commemorate the 90th 
anniversary.

ISO 9001 Certificate Award

YMCA ISH, London was awarded ISO 9001 
certificate to the YMCA to continue and 
strive for excellence in deliveries.

The Officers of the National Council of YMCAs of India visited the property and surveyed the facilities.  
The property also has 4 bungalows and Principal’s quarters with car park. There are conference halls and 
seminar rooms.



1920 – 2004

General Secretaries

Chairmen

Chairmen
and General
Secretaries

Dr Edwyn Beven
1920-29

P.D. Runganadhan
1921-28

T.D. Santwan
1935-40

S.D. Malaiperuman
1946-54, 1960-65

K. Muthian
1988-91

Egbert Samraj
1991-94

T. Thomas
1944-97

Stanley C. Karkada
1997-2000

J.S.B. Abraham
1954-57

O.V. Alexander
1957-59

N.G. Joseph
1965-70

Param Bhelwa
1970-75

Jacob Abraham
2000-2004

W. Issac Judson
2004-2007

Anjan Mukherjee
2007-2009

Solomon. P. Benjamin
2009-

J.S. Aiman
1929-34

D.S. Chinnadorai
1975-78

Joseph T. Thomas
1984-88

H.S. Raychaudhuri
1979-84

Sir Ewart Greaves
1930-53

Sir Francis Low
1954-72

M. A. S. Dalal
1972-97

Mathew Panikar
1998-2003

Dr Phiip John
2003-2009

Abraham Mathews
2010-


